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CHINA (Geo-Strat, Geo-Politics & Geo-Economics)

Brig RK Bhutani (Retd)
Time has Come to Accept that Talks won't Make China Change its Aggressive Stance: US NSA. Citing five-month-long tense border standoff in Eastern Ladakh between India and China, US National Security Advisor Robert O’Brien, in a remark on China in Utah, has said that time has come to accept that dialogue and agreements would not persuade Beijing to change.

Both sides have held a series of high-level diplomatic and military talks to resolve the border row. However, no breakthrough has been achieved to end the standoff.    

The Chinese territorial aggression is also true in the Taiwan Strait where the PLA (People's Liberation Army) Navy and Air Force continue to conduct threatening military drills, O’Brien said.

He said, "Beijing's signature international development programme, One Belt One Road (OBOR), involves impoverished companies taking on opaque and unsustainable Chinese loans to pay Chinese firms employing Chinese labourers                to build their infrastructure.”  Many of these projects are unnecessary, shoddily built and are "white elephants", the national security advisor said. He further added, “ And now these countries' dependence on the Chinese debt leaves their sovereignty eroded and with no choice but to hue to the party's line on UN votes or any other issue that the Chinese Communist Party considers a red line."
 
O'Brien also noted that China's other international aid efforts include selling surveillance systems and similar tools of repression to "pariah regimes" around the world, including Venezuela's Nicolas Maduro. He said, “The time has come to accept that dialogue and agreements will not persuade or compel the People's Republic of China to change. There's nothing to be gained from looking the other way or turning the other cheek. We've been doing that for too long,” he said.

O’Brien said the US must stand up to the Chinese and protect the American people. He said the Trump administration has adopted a competitive approach to China. That approach, he said, has two primary objectives:- 
(a)
First, improve the resiliency of US institutions, alliances and partnerships to prevail against the challenges that China presents; and

(b)
The second is to impose tangible cost in order to compel Beijing to cease or reduce actions harmful to America's vital national interest and those of its allied and partner nations.
   

He said, "President Trump has taken decisive action to meet these objectives. He is working to prevent companies that answer to the CCP's intelligence and security apparatus,” O’Brien said. Citing examples, he said Chinese telecommunications giants Huawei and ZTE have been prevented from accessing Americans' personal and private data and national secrets. The Trump administration, he said, has also imposed import and export restrictions on US semiconductor technology and other exports going to Huawei and similar Chinese telecommunications corporations.

   

 “Our democratic partners are starting to follow. Just last month, the UK joined democracies such as the Czech Republic, Denmark, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Sweden in committing to using trusted suppliers to build their future 5G networks,” O’Brien said.
"Carriers like Jio in India, Telstra in Australia, SK and KT in South Korea, NTT in Japan, and others have prohibited the use of Huawei equipment in their networks. The Trump administration is investigating and prosecuting the economic espionage aggressively," he said.

“One important partnership which will be one of the most key partnerships for the United States in the 21st century, India, is thriving," he said.

However, O’Brien said even as the US competes with China, it does welcome cooperation where America's interests align.  "The US has a deep and abiding respect for the Chinese people and enjoys longstanding ties to that country, including our alliance in World War II," O’Brien said.

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/international/2020/10/10/fgn12-us-india-china.html
Covid-19: Chinese Trade Grows as Others Struggle Amid Pandemic.  China has recorded strong growth in trade, while other major economies still struggle with the impact of coronavirus.  Exports in September rose 9.9%, while imports grew 13.2%, official data show.

Most other large economies are expected to suffer large contractions as lockdowns and public fear cut spending.  But the data suggests a rapid recovery in China from an initial reduction in overseas orders sparked by the pandemic.

The world's second biggest economy saw a sharp decline in the first three months of 2020 amid strict lockdown measures, before bouncing back in July. Analysts say the recovery in trade since then has been driven by a surge in international demand for home electronics, medical devices and textiles, including personal protective equipment.
However, they warn some of this demand could begin to fall.  In the year up to the end of September, China's combined imports and exports with other nations reached 23.12 trillion yuan ($3.4tn, £2.6tn), up 0.7% and reversing the hit the country took in the early days of the coronavirus pandemic.

In August, the Japanese economy was revealed to have shrunk at its fastest rate on record, partly because of a fall in exports. The US economy saw its fastest contraction in decades in July.

Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is forecasting a somewhat less severe recession than it predicted in June for the global economy.  But the IMF says in its World Economic Outlook that the global economy is still in deep recession and the risk of a worse outcome than in its new forecast is "sizable".

The predicted global economic contraction is more moderate than the IMF envisaged four months ago, at 4.4%. That is followed by rebound of 5.2% next year, which is less than the previous prediction.

Comments. The return to growth in China, where the pandemic arrived first and was held back first, was stronger than expected. Since China has opened up its economy much earlier than countries of the West, which were still struggling to control the virus, it is obvious that it will recover first but much will depend if the Western countries and the United States stay firm in shifting the global supply chains away from China.

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-54522845
China, Pakistan’s election to UN rights body draws flak.  The re-election of China and Pakistan to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) amid opposition from rights groups drew condemnation from across the world on Wednesday.   While China won a seat at the UNHRC by a small margin on 13 October, Pakistan, ironically, received the highest number of votes among five candidates from the Asia-Pacific region.
 Rebuking the UN Human Rights Council over the election of China, Russia and Cuba as its members, the US on Wednesday said its stand to withdraw from the council two years ago, has been vindicated. “The election of China, Russia, and Cuba to the UN Human Rights Council validates the US’ decision to withdraw from the Council in 2018 and use other venues to protect and promote universal human rights.  At UNGA this year, we did just that,” US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tweeted.

China’s got elected to the UNHRC despite the fact that the UN experts earlier this year called on the international community to take collective and decisive action to ensure that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) regime ends violations of its international obligations and human rights of its citizens.

In a statement issued by the UN Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (OHCHR), the experts, who are part of the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council, had said that it is time for renewed attention on the human rights situation in China, particularly in light of the moves against the people of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR), minorities of the Xinjiang Autonomous Region, the Tibet Autonomous Region, and human rights defenders across the country. They had urged the UNHRC to act with a sense of urgency to take all appropriate measures to monitor Chinese human rights practices.

In a scathing commentary, Pakistan’s own human rights commission earlier this year had expressed deep concerns about the state of human rights of ethnic minorities in the country. In its annual report, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) said, “The year 2019 will be remembered for the systematic curbing of political dissent by various means, constraints to the freedom of the mainstream media, digital surveillance, and the over-regulation of social media spaces.” 

Curbs on freedom of opinion and expression continued to escalate, the commission said pointing out that it had become “more difficult to speak or write openly — if at all — on ‘sensitive’ issues such as enforced disappearances, or to criticise state policy or security agencies in these areas” for journalists in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in particular.

https://thedailyguardian.com/china-pakistans-election-to-un-rights-body-draws-flak/
IOR, ANC AND INDO-PACIFIC

Capt (IN) KK Agnihotri
Chinese Ships Stay in Japanese Waters near Senkakus for Record 57 hours.  Two Chinese coast guard ships that entered Japanese territorial waters near Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea on 04 Oct 20, left the area on 06 Oct 20 night, having stayed there for a record 57-plus hours. The Chinese ships had entered the waters near islands at 10:47 AM on 04 Oct 20, and attempted to approach a Japanese fishing boat. Japanese Coast Guard vessels in the area repeatedly urged them to leave while protecting the fishing ship.
Comments.
This length of time far exceeds the previous incident in Jul 20, when Chinese vessels spent more than 39 hours in these waters. Japan strongly protested to China over the intrusion through diplomatic channels. Meanwhile, China repeated that the uninhabited islets were its territory, and that it was China’s inherent right to carry out patrolling and law enforcement in the waters of the Diaoyu Islands. Chinese vessels continue to sail near the Senkakus contiguous zone outside Japan’s territorial waters for the 37th straight day.
Source:https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/10/14/national/china-japan-senkakus-record-57-hours/
PLA Navy’s 35th Escort Task Force fleet returns from Gulf of Aden.  HANGZHOU -- The 35th Chinese navy flotilla returned to the port city of Zhoushan in East China's Zhejiang province on 14 Oct 2020 after completing its mission of escorting commercial vessels in the Gulf of Aden and waters off Somalia. The escort Force comprising missile destroyer Taiyuan, missile frigate Jingzhou and supply ship Chaohu, set sail from Zhoushan on 28 Apr 2020, and escorted 49 Chinese and foreign ships during the mission. 
Comments.
35th task Force was relieved by 36th Task Force on 23 Sep 2020. The escort Force reportedly travelled over 100,000 nautical miles during its 170-day voyage without touching a port for rest, setting a new record for the PLA Navy fleet for continuous operations at sea. China began dispatching naval ships to carry out vessel protection operations in the Gulf of Aden and the waters off Somalia in Dec 2008.
Source: http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202010/14/WS5f86f209a31024ad0ba7eb05. html
US Navy Aircraft Refuels at Port Blair for the First Time.  A US Navy P-8A long range Maritime Patrol Aircraft (MPA) landed at Port Blair in Andaman and Nicobar Islands on 25 Sep 2020 under the bilateral logistics support agreement. The P-8A came in for refuelling under the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). The aircraft came from Japan and was at Port Blair for few hours.
Comments.
While P-8s of India and the US have exercised together in the past, jointly practised locating submarines and LEMOA has been operational for few years now, this is the first time the US got access to A&N under LEMOA. Several countries have expressed interest in getting access to the strategically located A&N islands which are close to the Strait of Malacca and global sea lanes of communication.

Along with LEMOA, India has signed three of the four foundational agreements with the US, the others being the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) and the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA). An extension to the GSOMIA, the Industrial Security Annex (ISA), was signed at the last 2+2 dialogue in 2019.
Source:https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-navy-aircraft-refuels-at-port-blair/article 32760946.ece 

India-Bangladesh Joint Naval Exercise - ‘Bongosagar’.  The second edition of bilateral naval exercise ‘Bongosagar’ between India and Bangladesh was held on 03 Oct 2020 in Northern Bay of Bengal. India deployed anti-submarine warfare corvette INS Kiltan and guided missile corvette INS Khukri for the exercise, while Bangladesh deployed guided-missile frigate BNS Abu Bakr and guided-missile corvette, BNS Prottoy. In addition to ships, MPA from both navies and integral helicopters also participated in the exercise. The two countries’ navies conducted surface warfare drills, seamanship evolutions and helicopter operations. Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ was followed by the third edition of India Bangladesh Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) on 04-05 Oct 2020, during which both navies undertook joint patrolling along the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL).

Comments:
 Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ is aimed at developing interoperability and joint operational skills through conduct of maritime exercises and operations. The first edition of the Exercise Bongosagar, was held in 2019. The Exercise ‘Bongosagar’  and IN - BN CORPAT also reflect the priority Indian Navy accords to Bangladesh Navy as part of India’s vision of SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the Region).

Source:http://ddnews.gov.in/national/india-and-bangladesh-hold-joint-naval-exercise-%E2%80%98bongosagar%E2%80%99
Successful Flight Test of Supersonic Missile Assisted Torpedo (SMART).  Supersonic Missile Assisted Release of Torpedo (SMART) technique was successfully flight tested on 05 Oct 2020 from Wheeler Island off the coast of Odisha. All the mission objectives including missile flight up to the designated range and altitude, separation of the nose cone from the carrier rocket, release of Torpedo and deployment of Velocity Reduction Mechanism (VRM) were met perfectly. Tracking stations (Radars, Electro Optical Systems) along the coast and telemetry stations including down-range ships monitored all the events.

Comments:  SMART is a missile assisted release of lightweight Anti-Submarine Torpedo for Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) operations far beyond Torpedo range. This launch and demonstration is significant in establishing Indian Navy’s stand-off ASW capabilities. Many DRDO laboratories including DRDL, RCI Hyderabad, ADRDE Agra and NSTL Visakhapatnam developed the technologies required for SMART.
Source:https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1661707
BrahMos Missile Test Fired from Indian Navy’s Stealth Destroyer.  India on                    18 Oct 2020 successfully test fired the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from INS Chennai, Indian Navy’s indigenously-built stealth destroyer. The missile fired in Arabian Sea hit the target successfully with pin-point accuracy after performing high-level and extremely complex manoeuvers.   BrahMos, as a ‘prime strike weapon’ of the warship, can engage naval surface targets at long ranges.

Comments.
The highly versatile BrahMos has been jointly designed, developed and produced by India and Russia. This sea-based test comes about a fortnight after a longer range version of Brahmos missile was tested up to 400 km from land testing range on India’s East Coast on 30 Sep 2020. There seems to be a sense of urgency in testing and operationally deploying Brahmos cruise missiles from all three domains – land, sea and air. India is also developing hypersonic version of Brahmos missile (Brahmos II) which is likely to be tested by 2023. 
Source:https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/brahmos-missile-test-fired-from-indian-navy-s-stealth-destroyer-hits-bull-s-eye/story-oX4w1oTNtgAv2WOnsuBzmL.html
JAPAN

Gp Capt Rajesh Bhandari

Japan Protests to China for Entering Japanese Waters off Disputed East China Sea Islands
. Tokyo has lodged protests to Beijing over the entry of Chinese coast guard ships into Japan's territorial waters off disputed East China Sea islands and their refusal to move out for a third day 13 October 2020 (Tuesday), Japanese officials said. The two Chinese ships entered the Japanese-claimed waters on 11 Oct 2020 (Sunday) morning, appearing to approach a Japanese fishing boat carrying three crew members. They have remained there, while ignoring repeated warnings and exit demands by the Japanese side, Japanese coast guard. Japanese coast guard officials said the fishing boat with the three crew members was safely protected, but declined to give any other details. The Japanese government says Japan has had ownership of the islands since the late 1890s under international law. Tokyo also says Beijing started claiming its ownership around 1970 when possible undersea oil deposits near the islands were reported. Japan sees China's military development and increasingly assertive stance in the East and South China seas as a major security threat. Japan's military invasion of China in the 1930s and 1940s remains a sore spot between the two sides. Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian repeated China's position. "The Diaoyu Islands and its affiliated islands are China's inherent territory," he said at a regular news conference in Beijing on Monday. "It is China's inherent right to carry out law enforcement patrol in the waters of the Diaoyu Islands, and the Japanese side should respect this.

Comments.  Japan protested to China for their entering Japanese waters off disputed East China Sea islands. The Chinese coast guard vessels routinely violating territorial waters around the Japanese-controlled southern islands, which China also claims to belong to their. The two Chinese coast guard ships were still in Japanese waters and Japan strictly protested the Chinese side and demanded that the Chinese ships immediately move out of Japanese waters.  Japan has kept it forces in readiness to defend its territorial waters, land and airspace.  
Reference.  https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/japan-protests-to-china-for-entering-japanese-waters-off-disputed-east-china-sea-islands/articleshow/78635541.cms
North Korea Displays 'Massive' ICBM at Military Parade
.  North Korea held a rare night-time military parade on 10 Oct 2020 (Saturday), attended by leader Kim Jong-un. The parade marked the 75th anniversary of the Workers' Party. North Korea typically uses its parades to show off new missiles and weaponry.  It is the country's first parade in two years and comes just weeks ahead of the US presidential election.  North Korea had not featured ballistic missiles in its parades since President Donald Trump and Mr Kim held their first summit in 2018.  The reason for its early timing is not yet known.  No foreign media or foreigners were allowed to attend, so analysts are relying on edited state-media footage which is being released to assess the parade.  Images showed Mr Kim wearing a grey Western-style suit, receiving flowers from children.  In a speech, he said he was grateful that no North Koreans have contracted Covid-19.  "I wish good health to all the people around the world who are fighting the ills of this evil virus," he said.  Despite claiming the country has no cases of coronavirus, Mr Kim continues to hold high-level meetings to ensure tight restrictions remain in place
Remarks.  North Korea displayed Massive ICBM at its Military Parade on 10 Oct 2020, which is also attended by Mr Kim Jong-un. This missile is previously unseen "massive" long range ballistic missiles.  North Korea was preparing to show off its new missiles in this major military parade to show off its Military might to South Korea and the world.  However, as per the Mr Kim Jong-un North Korea is strengthening its military might for self-defence and deterrence.

Reference.   https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54491657 
UNITED STATES

Gp Capt GD Sharma, VSM (Retd)

Agenda for the Upcoming India and US 2+2 Strategic Dialogue in Delhi
.  United States and Japan are the only two countries which have 2+2 format for the annual strategic dialogue with India.  In the forthcoming 2+2 meet on 26 and 27Oct 20 at Delhi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will meet their US counterparts, Mark Esper and Mike Pompeo. The meet provides an opportunity to cement our special strategic relationship. This year dialogue is especially important due to the continuing standoff between Indian and Chinese forces in the Eastern Ladakh hence, this would be one of the main topics besides the fall out and management of the coronavirus pandemic, Indo-pacific, US withdrawal and peace process Afghanistan, terrorism.  Besides, the long-pending deal of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) is expected to be signed. The final draft is ready but got delayed due to the pandemic.  Being one of the foundational pacts, it will enable India to get information/assistance and expertise on geospatial intelligence from the United States.

The impending US-India ministers’ meeting is culminating just before the voting for the forthcoming presidential election on Nov 3th.  Though there is a good deal of speculation on the fallout of the results, it is certain that irrespective of the election results, India and US relationship will continue to remain on the growth trajectory.  The meet is also strategically important as even though Indian forces have matched well with China in the Eastern Ladakh, still seen holistically, China is next to US in its acknowledged defence expenditure which is almost five times to that India.  In an event of prolonged conflict, we could need some external help to blunt Chinese aggressiveness which under the present circumstances, can only come from the United States. In this regard the statement of US, Secretary of the State Mike Pompeo in QUAD is reassuring.  In a recently held Quadrilateral Security dialogue (QUAD) US has categorically disapproved the Chinese aggressiveness and expressed US resolve to protect our precious freedoms and the sovereignty of the diverse nations of the region.  The Indian response in comparison was cautious and did not name China. The reason for diffidence is that we believe that PLA could be persuaded to withdraw to status quo ante in the Eastern Ladakh to its April 2020 positions.  Presumably, for the same reason, we are yet to decide on the participation of Australia in forthcoming Malabar exercise. In the past, India has been reluctant to include Australia in the Malabar naval exercises, which already has three of the four Quad members as participants. It feels that militarisation of the Quad could be viewed by China as a strategy to contain it, which is not something India has wanted to do.

US Election and its Impact on Defence.  President Trump and his challenger Joe Biden differ when it comes on the matter of security.US defence budget faced sequestration during Obama’s administration (Joe Biden as Vice President) which ordained cutting of defence spending by 10% from 2013 to 2021. Trump on assuming power reversed this trend by removing spending cap on defence.  He is for military modernization but, is hard on NATO grouping. He does not favour America contributing a major share in NATO’s budget and wants other NATO members too to contribute at least 2% of their GDP towards the NATO’s overall expenditure. The statistics show that after Trump assuming power in 2016, there has been steady increase in contribution by the NATO members towards NATO budget but, it has still has not reached to suggested 2% of their GDP and President Trump is not satisfied with this. His former national Security Advisor, John Bolton even fears that in the second term trump may leave NATO altogether.  If Biden wins, he is unlikely to threaten NATO or take any digs at allies. So, from this point of view, winning of Joe Biden is good for the NATO members. Trump has continued on the defence modernisation plan of his predecessor. 

Defense Relationship with India.  India gained more than many ways during current Trump, tenure.  Though Obama too considered India’s as important partner especially in his Pivot Asia plan but, on ground nothing much changed. Chinese plan of island extension and location of defence structure in South China Sea got more traction during Obama’s administration. China became more aggressive and even declared ADIZ in South China Sea in 2013 which has directly challenged the right of other nations in their freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. Trump in comparison has pursued more aggressive stance and became more competitive with China on many fronts particularly on trade and South China Sea. To closely rope in India in its plan, it has even changed the nomenclature of Asia Pacific to Indo pacific. India has benefitted with US reduction in barriers in transfer of technology. US has also accorded India a status of a major defence partner bringing our defence relationship at par with a NATO member. 

IRAN, AFGHANISTAN, MALDIVES, PAKISTAN & SRI LANKA 

Brig Rajat Upreti 
IRAN   
Iran has warned that renewed fighting between its neighbours Azerbaijan and Armenia could escalate into a wider regional war. President Hassan Rouhani said he hoped to "restore stability" to the region following days of heavy clashes over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh enclave.  "We must be attentive that the war between Armenia and Azerbaijan does not become a regional war," President Rouhani said on Wednesday. President Rouhani also said it was "totally unacceptable" for any stray shells and missiles to land on Iranian soil. His comments followed reports that shells had landed on villages in Iran, just across from its northern border with Armenia and Azerbaijan. On Wednesday, Russian President Vladimir Putin called for an end to the fighting, which he described as a "tragedy". "We are very concerned," he said in a televised interview. "We hope that this conflict will end in the very near future.”People are dying [and] there are heavy losses on both sides. Mr Putin also held a brief telephone call with Azerbaijan's President Ilham Aliyev on Wednesday, the Kremlin said. Russia is part of a military alliance with Armenia and has a military base in the country.  However, it also has close ties to the government of Azerbaijan. The US, France and Russia have jointly condemned the fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh and have called for peace talks, but the conflict shows no signs of abating. On Wednesday Azerbaijan said Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov would meet international mediators in Geneva on Thursday. Armenia responded that it was "impossible to hold negotiations with one hand and continue military operations with the other", and that its foreign minister would not meet Mr Bayramov in Geneva. 

Comments.  The enclave is officially part of Azerbaijan but run by ethnic Armenians. The current fighting is the worst seen in decades, and both sides have blamed each other for the violence. The clashes have displaced half of Nagorno-Karabakh's population - about 70,000 people.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54449401

Iran does not at this stage have enough enriched uranium to make one nuclear bomb under the U.N. atomic watchdog’s official definition, the agency’s head told an Austrian paper. “The Iranians continue to enrich uranium, and to a much higher degree than they have committed themselves to. And this amount is growing by the month,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) head Rafael Grossi told Die Presse in an interview published on its website on Saturday. Asked about how long Iran would need to build a nuclear weapon -- the so-called “breakout time”, he said:  “In the IAEA we do not talk about breakout time. We look at the significant quantity, the minimum amount of enriched uranium or plutonium needed to make an atomic bomb. Iran does not have this significant quantity at the moment.” Iran denies ever having had a nuclear weapons programme, saying its nuclear programme is purely for energy purposes. 

Comments.  The IAEA defines “significant quantity” as the approximate amount of nuclear material for which the possibility of manufacturing a nuclear explosive device cannot be excluded. The most recent quarterly IAEA report on Iran last month said it had 2,105.4 kg of enriched uranium, far above the 202.8 kg limit in a 2015 deal with big powers but a fraction of the enriched uranium it had before the accord. It is also enriching to up to 4.5% purity, far below the 20% it achieved before the deal and the 90% that is considered weapons-grade.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-nuclear-iaea/iran-short-of-significant-quantity

The final tanker in a flotilla of three Iranian fuel tankers docked at eastern Venezuela’s Guaraguao port on Sunday, according to Refinitiv Eikon data and a person familiar with the matter, as President Nicolas Maduro promised to normalize fuel supply in the gasoline-starved country. The three tankers, which began arriving last week, brought some 820,000 barrels of fuel to the South American country, where severe shortages of gasoline -- as well as unreliable power, water and cooking gas supplies -- have led to a wave of protests in the neglected interior in recent weeks. The shortages come as state oil company Petroleos de Venezuela’s once-formidable 1.3 million barrel per day (bpd) refining network has all but collapsed, although two refineries have for the past week been producing around 50,000 bpd of gasoline. Maduro last week announced a new rationing plan, set to begin on Monday, in which authorities would distribute fuel according to motorists’ license plate numbers. “Tomorrow, October 5, the plan to normalize and restart the gasoline distribution situation begins,” Maduro said in a Sunday state television address. “We have in the last week managed to produce the gasoline and other products Venezuela needs, in addition to the good quantity of gasoline that has arrived from abroad.” The Faxon entered Venezuelan waters on Saturday and docked at the Guaraguao fuel port, which is connected to the Puerto La Cruz refinery, on Sunday afternoon, according to the person familiar with the matter. The other tankers are docked at refineries in the west and central regions of Venezuela. Iran and Venezuela have intensified economic cooperation this year as the United States ramped up sanctions on both countries’ oil industries.

Comments.  Venezuela is in the midst of a dire fuel shortage, driven by a combination of tough U.S. sanctions and a long-term decline in the maintenance of its refineries. Early this year, the government of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro reached an agreement with Iran for the delivery of five tanker cargoes (about 1.5 million barrels) of gasoline. 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-iran-tanker/third-iranian-tanker-docks

AFGHANISTAN
All U.S. troops in Afghanistan should be “home by Christmas,” President Donald Trump said on Wednesday, just hours after his national security adviser said Washington would reduce its forces in Afghanistan to 2,500 by early next year.  A landmark deal between the United States and the Taliban in February said foreign forces would leave Afghanistan by May 2021 in exchange for counterterrorism guarantees from the Taliban, which agreed to negotiate a permanent ceasefire and a power-sharing formula with the Afghan government. Trump and other officials have said the United States will go down to between 4,000 and 5,000 troops in Afghanistan around November. Beyond that, officials have said that a reduction will depend on conditions in Afghanistan. On Twitter, Trump said: “We should have the small remaining number of our brave Men and Women serving in Afghanistan home by Christmas!” It was unclear whether Trump was giving an order or verbalizing a long-held aspiration. Trump, who is seeking re-election next month, has made walking away from “ridiculous endless wars” the cornerstone of his foreign policy, even though thousands of troops remain in Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan. The Taliban, fighting to expel foreign forces and re-establish their Islamic state since their ouster in 2001, welcomed Trump’s comments. Trump’s comments could further weaken the Afghan government’s leverage during negotiations with the Taliban on a ceasefire and power-sharing taking place in Qatar. The White House’s plan for the drawdown will almost certainly be subject to review should Trump lose his bid for a second term in the Nov 3 election.  Scores of Afghan soldiers and Taliban fighters have been killed in clashes in recent seeks. Dozens of civilians have also died. Testifying before a U.S. House of Representatives committee last month, U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad said that once the number of U.S. troops reached 4,500, the administration “would do an evaluation of ties and actions that we have taken and make decisions on that.”

Comments.  About 2,400 U.S. service members have been killed in the Afghan conflict and many thousands more wounded. Wednesday also marks 19 years since the United States invaded Afghanistan to topple the Taliban rulers who had harbored al Qaeda militants who attacked the United States on Sept. 11, 2001.Despite the agreement on the U.S. troop withdrawal and the talks between the Taliban and the Afghan government, the war shows no sign of ending.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-military/u-s-troops-in
Taliban and Afghan government-backed negotiators have agreed on a broad code of conduct to advance the intra-Afghan peace talks in Qatar, even as key differences between the two warring sides remain, three official sources told Reuters on Tuesday. Efforts to resolve disagreements over Islamic jurisprudence and whether a U.S.-Taliban accord reached in February on a U.S. troop withdrawal would serve as the basis of the peace talks will continue on the sidelines of the main negotiations, two sources said. The progress was achieved with the help of U.S. officials, as the two sides drew up 19 ground rules that their negotiators should observe during talks, the sources said. The sources involved in the peace process said the latest progress came during a trip on Monday by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to Qatar’s capital Doha. Ghani held talks there with Qatari leaders as well as U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and the commander of U.S. and NATO troops in Afghanistan, General Austin Miller. Diplomats had told Reuters that the talks got off to a difficult start, with disagreements over how the Hanafi Islamic code could be used to guide negotiations and on whether the deal signed between the United States and the Taliban in February should be the basis for the talks, as demanded by the Taliban.

Comments.  The intra-Afghan talk’s follow-up on a landmark deal signed between the United States and the Taliban in February. Under the deal, foreign forces will leave Afghanistan by May 2021 in exchange for counter-terrorism guarantees from the Taliban, which agreed to negotiate a permanent cease-fire and a power-sharing formula with the Afghan government. A ceasefire is a top priority for the Afghan officials and the western diplomats who are facilitating these talks. While the talks have been taking place in Qatar’s capital Doha, scores of Afghan soldiers and Taliban fighters have been killed in clashes. Dozens of civilians have also died in recent weeks. Some analysts say the Taliban is unlikely to agree a comprehensive ceasefire yet, since violence and clashes with Afghan forces give insurgents leverage at the negotiation table.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-taliban-talks-exclusive/exclusive
MALDIVES
Maldives and China engaged in discussions on Thursday, to explore economic cooperation in a post COVID-19 environment. The discussions took place at the Foreign Ministry in Male’ on Thursday afternoon, and was attended by Finance Minister Ibrahim Ameer, Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid, and Chinese Ambassador Zhang Lizhong. In a tweet following the meeting, Shahid described the discussions as “very productive”. “China continues to extend to us its strong support in the economic recovery process, and other areas of mutual interest,” added Shahid.  Shahid had urged the restorations of flights, trade, connectivity between Maldives and China, and reiterated Maldives’s commitment to further strengthening the ties between the two countries back in September, while attending a virtual reception hosted by Zhang to celebrate the 71st anniversary of founding of China. He said that strengthening ties between Maldives and China was crucial for economic recovery. 

Comments.  China had been the top source market for tourist arrivals to Maldives over the last years, before the COVID-19 pandemic hit the world, disrupting travel.
https://en.sun.mv/63457

PAKISTAN
All is set for Pakistan’s opposition coalition to hold their first public meeting on Friday evening to kick off a series of agitations aimed at forcing out the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan.  Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the chief of the Jamiat-Ulema Islam (F), who is also heading the 11-party Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM), will lead a rally from Lahore to Gujranwala ahead of the public meeting, which will be attended by leaders of almost all opposition political parties. PPP leader Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and PML-N leaders Maryam Nawaz and Shehbaz Sharif will also be attending the meeting. In a bid to pressurise the opposition, the government through its anti corruption watchdog the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) on Thursday issued arrest warrants for former president Asif Ali Zardari in a corruption case. Zardari is currently in hospital in Karachi. Party leader Bilawal Bhutto commented that these were “common tactics used to pressurise the opposition.”  For its part, the government has threatened to shut down parts of the country, citing the rise in coronavirus cases. Minister for planning Asad Umar said on Thursday there are “unmistakable signs of the rise of corona” in the country and the government may have to take “restrictive actions” to curb the spread, which will have “negative effects” on the livelihoods of people. Opposition leader and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif led the charge against Prime Minister Imran Khan in September, when he told an All Parties Conference that he had nothing to do with Khan, who was a selected prime minister and more to ask those who selected him, a hint at the country’s powerful military leadership. Describing it as a “state above the state”, Sharif had accused the Army of interfering in the politics of Pakistan and sabotaging democracy and democratic institutions.

Comments.  Despite the onset of winter, analysts say that the political temperature had started to rise in Pakistan. One expert said if the opposition parties managed to hold successive rallies and meetings in Pakistan in the coming week and are able to pull large crowds, “the Imran Khan government is in real danger.”

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/first-rally-of-pakistan-oppn-parties-

FATF’s regional group for Asia-Pacific has retained Pakistan in its ‘Enhanced Follow Up’ list due to the country’s poor compliance on terror financing and money laundering. Pakistan fully complied with only two of the 40 recommendations of Financial Action Task Force, said the 14-page follow-up report from the Asia-Pacific Group (APG) released on Monday ahead of the FATF plenary on October 21-23. That meeting will decide if Pakistan should be retained on the Paris-based watchdog’s ‘grey list’. Based on its review until February this year, the APG noted that Pakistan was non-compliant on four counts, partially complied with 24 recommendations, and was largely compliant on nine. “Whilst Pakistan published a National Risk Assessment (NRA) on Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing in 2017, the mutual evaluation report (MER) identified gaps in the process of developing and identifying threats, vulnerabilities and risks. The assessment of terrorist-financing risk was identified as ‘perfunctory only’,” the APG report said. “The MER also found that the 2017 NRA had not yet been widely circulated to private sector stakeholders and that sectors assessed as higher risk or higher vulnerability in Pakistan were not yet subject to comprehensive Anti-money Laundering and Terrorist Financing (AML/CFT) measures.” Pakistan will remain in “enhanced (expedited) follow-up” and will have to “continue to report back to the APG on progress to strengthen its implementation of AML/CFT measures,” it added. Over the weekend, foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said Pakistan would participate in the virtual meeting on the FATF to be held in Paris and hoped it would upgrade the country to its white list. Qureshi telephoned his Saudi, Turkish and Malaysian counterparts to brief them about Pakistan’s “significant progress” to implement the FATF’s plan of action, the reports said. 

Comments.  Officials in Islamabad have said that Pakistan is unlikely to be placed on the FATF’s black list given that it has the support of at least three countries --China, Malaysia and Turkey-- to veto any such move.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/fatf-regional-group-keeps-pak-in-follow
SRI LANKA
Sri Lanka’s secretary to the ministry of foreign affairs Admiral Jayanath Colambage announced last weekend that US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will visit Sri Lanka during his scheduled trip to India at the end of this month.  Pompeo and Defence Secretary Mark Esper are visiting New Delhi for the 2+2 meeting—the highest-level consultation with their Indian counterparts—to discuss foreign policy, defence and strategic issues.  Pompeo was previously scheduled to come to Sri Lanka for an official visit in June, but that trip was called off due to the G20 summit in Japan. 

Comments.  The most recent visit to Sri Lanka by a top US official was in August 2015 by then Secretary of State John Kerry. Kerry toured Sri Lanka after the Washington-orchestrated operation in the January 2015 presidential election that ousted former President Mahinda Rajapakse. While the US backed Rajapakse’s anti-democratic regime and its brutal communal war against the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), it was hostile to his cultivation of ties with Beijing for economic assistance and military hardware.

https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/10/15/slus-o15.html

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Friday rejected concerns that China has lured Sri Lanka into a “debt trap” by financing the strategic southern port of and said the project has a vast potential for generating income and employment opportunities. Rajapaksa said this after holding talks with a high-powered Chinese delegation led by ruling Communist Party Politburo member Yang Jiechi. Yang, China’s former foreign minister, is the first top ranking Chinese official to travel to the South Asian region since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic. The visit comes amid the island nation struggling to boost its foreign reserves after its economy was hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic. During the high-level talks, the two sides agreed to resume talks on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and expedite work on the proposed Hambantota industrial zone. Yang also assured that China will firmly stand with Sri Lanka to protect its independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity at international fora, including the UN Human Rights Council and continue to assist the country in its development activities. Rajapaksa expressed satisfaction over the current state of Sino-Sri Lanka relations and said China has been a long-standing friend who supported Sri Lanka irrespective of the government in power. “China contributed to a number of large-scale infrastructure development projects.  Hambantota Port, the Port City project, Southern Expressway are some of them,” he said.  Rajapaksa said that constructing a port in Hambantota was an idea of Sri Lanka and not China’s. “We were convinced that it would be a project with a vast potential for generating income and employment opportunities. China offered to fund it. Many geo-political analyses interpret this project as a ‘debt trap’ set up by China to gain control over Sri Lankan affairs. I want to prove that it is not the case and that this large-scale project will help improve the living standards of the people,” the president said. China is one of the biggest investors in various infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. But there has been criticism, both locally and internationally, and growing concerns that China has lured Sri Lanka into a debt trap. The previous Maithripala Sirisena government handed over Hambantota port to a state-run Chinese firm in 2017 for a 99 years’ lease as a debt swap amounting to USD 1.2 billion. 

Comments.  The Chinese delegation’s visit assumes significance as Sri Lanka is expecting to receive the second tranche of a USD 1.2 billion syndicated Chinese loan. The island nation received the first trance of USD 500 million in March. The Sri Lankan government had said that the anticipated Panda (Chinese) bonds and the syndicated Chinese loan will strengthen the country’s balance of payments in the backdrop of the country’s credit rating downgrade by Moody’s last week. Credit ratings agency Moody’s downgraded Lanka’s sovereign credit rating by two notches, saying the South Asian nation would be hard-pressed to secure funding to service its huge foreign debt. Sri Lanka was pushed down from “B2” (high credit risk) to “Caa1” (very high credit risk), as the coronavirus pandemic compounded the economic woes of the country. Sri Lanka’s economy, especially the tourism sector, has been hit hard since last year - initially by the Easter Sunday attacks, which killed over 250 people and later by the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/hambantota-port-sri-lankan-prez
CENTRAL ASIA

Air Cmde T Chand (Retd)
Kyrgyzstan Post Chaotic Parliamentary Elections 2020.  Kyrgyzstan’s embattled President Sooronbai Jennbekov announced on 16 October 20 that he was resigning following protests over a disputed parliamentary election held on 04 October 20.  It is for the third time in 15 years that a leader of the Central Asian country has been ousted by a popular uprising
. The resignations of the president and the parliament speaker's apparent refusal to succeed him followed unrest that gripped the country of 6.5 million people since the parliamentary election that was swept by pro-government parties. Supporters of opposition groups dismissed the results, pointing at vote-buying and other irregularities, and took over government buildings hours after the polls closed. The Central Election Commission nullified the election results and rival regional clans started attempts for power, their supporters swarming the capital and occasionally clashing with each other. The opposition freed Mr. Jeenbekov’s predecessor, Almazbek Atambayev, who had been serving an 11-year sentence on corruption charges. The opposition also freed several other incarcerated political figures, including two former prime ministers
.
As in the uprisings that ousted presidents in 2005 and 2010, the current unrest has been driven by clan rivalries that dominate the country’s politics. Bordered by China but strategically aligned with Russia, Kyrgyzstan has been a focus of geopolitical rivalry between Moscow, Beijing and Washington and other players since it gained independence after the Soviet collapse in 1991
.
Kyrgyzstan, one of the poorest countries to emerge from the former Soviet Union, is a member of Russia-dominated economic and security alliances, hosts a Russian air base and depends on Moscow’s economic support. Kyrgyzstan is also reliant on trade with Beijing and owes China’s Export-Import Bank around $1.8 billion, or close to half of Kyrgyzstan’s external debt. At a meeting last month, Jeenbekov asked Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi about delaying repayment due to the coronavirus pandemic, according to Kyrgyzstan’s official summary of the discussions
. 
Political analysts attributed the Kyrgyzstan crisis partly to the longstanding political, economic and ethnic cleavage between the country’s agrarian south and more developed north. Disruptions in the fragile north-south coexistence have been a chronic source of upheaval in the country.

The instability in Kyrgyzstan represents another problem in a region that Russia considers part of its sphere of influence. Together with the political crisis in Belarus, simmering conflict in eastern Ukraine and new hostilities between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave, the problems among Russia’s neighbours seem to be spreading with no lasting solutions in the near future.
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Indian Private Sector in Outer Space Realm has a Bright Future.  Agnikul Cosmos an Indian Startup in Space rocket which incubated under IIT Madras has signed a memorandum of the agreement with Alaska Aerospace's a US company to test-launch its 'Agnibaan' rocket from Pacific Spaceport Complex Alaskar on Kodiak Island in the US.Alaska Aerospace and AgniKul share a vision of providing rapid, agile, and low-cost access to space. 
The company is targeting to launch payload of up to 100 kg to low Earth orbits up to                    700 km. The reason for choosing this segment is that there are few players in this segment.  The company is targeting a maiden test launch by end of 2021.  The reason behind choosing the Alaskan launch port is that for certain types of orbits it is preferred to launch from a high latitude location.  However, Sriharikota is an option when it comes to launches from close to the equator.
   India’s defence could benefit with emergence of private sector in launching mission specific small satellites. 

� https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/japan-protests-to-china-for-entering-japanese-waters-off-disputed-east-china-sea-islands/articleshow/78635541.cms


� https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54491657


�https://thekootneeti.in/2020/08/25/the-22-meeting-between-india-and-u-s-a-strategic-partnership/


�https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/australias-participation-in-malabar-exercise-still-under-discussion-says-us-official/article32737903.ece


� DARIA LITVINOVA; https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/president-kyrgyzstan-steps-amid-election-turmoil-73625703


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/by/ivan-nechepurenko"�Ivan Nechepurenko�; https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/06/world/europe/kyrgyzstan-protests-election-parliament.html


��HYPERLINK "https://www.nytimes.com/by/ivan-nechepurenko"�Ivan Nechepurenko�; https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/06/world/europe/kyrgyzstan-protests-election-parliament.html


� https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/kyrgyzstan-elections-protests-parliament/2020/10/06/6f49bc9e-07b1-11eb-8719-0df159d14794_story.html


�https://www.dnaindia.com/science/report-agnibaan-rocket-by-indian-start-up-to-be-test-launched-from-alaska-2846411





